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May 28: Battle of Darwin/Goose Green. 2 Para attack along
isthmus from Burntside House and after bitter fighting
were investing Goose Green before dawn May 19. 2 Para
lose 17 dead including their CO. J Coy 42 Cdo held at
Camilla Creek House to reinforce 2 Para.

May 29: Argentine forces at Goose Green surrender. Over
1,000 prisoners taken. 3 Para reach Estancia House
and move to Mount Estancia and Mount Vernet.

May 30: K Coy 42 Cdo seize Mount Kent. Recce group of
5 Infantry Brigade arrive San Carlos.

June 1: 2 Para come under the command of 5 Brigade. 42 Cdo
move another company on to Mount Kent.

June 2: Canberra and Norland carrying bulk of 5 Brigade
arrive San Carlos Water. Brigade lands on Blue
Beach. 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move to Sussex Mountains.

2 Scots Guards move to Verde Mountains and 1 Welsh
Guards move to Bonners Bay. 2 Para move forward by
helicopter to Fitzroy Settlement and Bluff Cove.

A Coy of 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move forward to Goose Green
to cover area as 2 Para leave.

June 3: 2 Para complete in Bluff Cove/Fitzroy positions.

29 Battery Royal'Artillery in support of 2 Para

at Bluff Cove. 3 and 4 Troops of B Squadron Blues
& Royals also at Bluff Cove. 42 Cdo completes move to
HMount Kent. 7% Royal Artillery join 3 Para at Estanci

June 4: 1/7 Gurkha Rifles complete move to Goose Green to
replace 2 Para and help with evacuation of prisioners.
June 5: 42 Cdo start move onto Mount Challenger. 2 Scots

Guards embark at San Carlos for sea Jjourney to Bluff

Cove.
June 6: 45 Cdo move onto Mount Kent to relieve 42 Cdo who
move to Mount Challenger. 2 Scots Guards arrive

Bluff Cove. 1 Welsh Guards embark at San Carlos for
move by sea to Bluff Cove. Argentine dead from
Darwin/Goose Green buried at Darwin.

June 7: 1 Welsh Guards Bn HQ, 1 Rifle Coy and some Sp Coy
at Bluff Cove. The remainder of the battalion
returning to San Carlos. Sir Tristram anchored in

Port Pleasant and unloaded.



May 28: Battle of Darwin/Goose Green. 2 Para attack along
isthmus from Burntside House and after bitter fighting
were investing Goose Green before dawn May 19. 2 Para
lose 17 dead including their CO. J Coy 42 Cdo held at
Camilla Creek House to reinforce 2 Para.

May 29: Argentine forces at Goose Green surrender. Over
1,000 prisoners taken. 3 Para reach Estancia House
and move to Mount Estancia and Mount Vernet.

May 30: K Coy 42 Cdo seize Mount Kent. Recce group of
5 Infantry Brigade arrive San Carlos.

June 1: 2 Para come under the command of 5 Brigade. 42 Cdo
move another company on to Mount Kent.

Jane 23 Canberra and Norland carrying bulk of 5 Brigade
arrive San Carlos Water. Brigade lands on Blue
Beach. 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move to Sussex Mountains.

2 Scots Guards move to Verde Mountains and 1 Welsh
Guards move to Bonners Bay. 2 Para move forward by
helicopter to Fitzroy Settlement and Bluff Cove.

A Coy of 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move forward to Goose Green
to cover area as 2 Para leave.

June 3: 2 Para complete in Bluff Cove/Fitzroy positions.

29 Battery Royal-Artillery in support of 2 Para
at Bluff Cove. 3 and 4 Troops of B Squadron Blues
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June 4: 1/7 Gurkha Rifles complete move to Goose Green to
replace 2 Para and help with evacuation of prisioners.
June 5: 42 Cdo start move onto Mount Challenger. 2 Scots

Guards embark at San Carlos for sea journey to Bluff

Cove.
June 6: 45 Cdo move onto Mount Kent to relieve 42 Cdo who
move to Mount Challenger. 2 Scots Guards arrive

Bluff Cove. 1 Welsh Guards embark at San Carlos for
move by sea to Bluff Cove. Argentine dead from
Darwin/Goose Green buried at Darwin.

June 7: 1 Welsh Guards Bn HQ, 1 Rifle Coy and some Sp Coy
at Bluff Cove. The remainder of the battalion
returning to San Carlos. Sir Tristram anchored in

Port Pleasant and unloaded.



CHRONOLOGY

The account in this book has, inevitably, simplified the

military complexites - the sheer human effort - of the conflict,.

So here, extracted from the Ministry of Defence's own matter-of-

fact record of events, is the official diary of the campaign on
the Falklands.

April
April

LW N

April

April 7:

April 8:

April 9:
April 25:
April 30:
May 1:
May 2:
May 4:
May 15:

May 21:

May 21/26:

May 27:

Argentine invasion of the Falklands.
South Georgia taken.
First Task Force ships, among them Hermes, Invencible
and Fearless, sail from Portsmouth. Lord Carrington
resigns as Foreign Secretary.
Britain declares 200 miles 'exclusion zone' around
the Falklands.
US Secretary of State Alexander Haig arrives in
London to begin 'shuttle',
Canberra sails from Southampton.
South Georgia retaken.
US sides with Britain.
Vulcans and Harriers bomb Stanley airfield.
Argentine cruiser General Belgrano torpedoed.
Sheffield hit by Exocet.

Raid on Pebble Island to knock out enemy airfield and

aircraft.

3 Cdo Brigade lands on East Falkland. 2 Para and

40 Cdo on Blue Beach. 45 Cdo on Red Beach. 3 Para
and 42 Cdo on Green Beach. (Blue Beach is San Carlos

Settlement, Red is Ajax Bav and Green Beach is Port
San Carlos Settlement.)

Consolidation of bridgehead, patrols move forward.
Argentine air attacks hit 11 ships.

45 Cdo move from Red Beach to Green Beach to start
overland move to Douglas Settlement. 3 Para leave
Green Beach for Teal Inlet and Estancia. 2 Para
move toward Darwin and Goose Green, reach Camilla

Creek House by last light.



June 8:

June 9:

June 10:

June 11/12:

June 12:
June 13/14:

June 15:

1l Welsh Guards'
on Sir Galahad together with Rapier battery and
16 Field Ambulancs.

remaining Coy arrive in Port Pleasant

Argentine air attack on
Sir Galahad and Sir Tristram and 2 Scots Guards
53 dead,

Landing craft sunk in Choiseul Sound by Argentine

positions at Bluff Cove. 46 injured.
air attack.

1/7 Gurkha Rifles, less one company, complete in
Bluff Cove, making 5 Brigade complete in that area.
Two companies of 40 Cdo put under command of 1 Welsh
Guards.

2 Para and 1 Welsh Guards under command of 3 Brigade
for their attack on Mount Longdon. Two Sisters
and Mount Harriet.

3 Cdo Bde attack on 3 axes. 3 Para attack Mount
45 Cdo attack

1l Welsh Guards

Longdon with 2 Para in reserve.

from Mount Kent onto Two Sisters.
secure start line for 42 Cdo who attack from Mount
All
positions taken by first light after heavy hand to

Challenger onto Mount Harriet and Goat Ridge.

hand fighting.
1 Welsh Guards return under command 5 Brigage.
5 Brigade Tac HQ established on Goat Ridge. 2

rsicnary attack with troops o©
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Mount Harriet towards Mount William.
of this, 2 Scots Guards attack and take

Rovals from
Under cover
Tumbledown Mountain. 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move through
2 Scots Guards position to assault Mount William.
Defenders break and run at dawn, having put up stiff
resistance through the night. 1 Welsh Guards make
attack to Sapper Hill. White flag flown over Stanley.
Formal surrender by General Menendez to Major General
Jeremy Moore of all Argentine forces on East and

West Falklands. 40 Cdo move to West Falkland to

effect surrender their.



At about 4,30 am on Friday 2nd April 12982, 140 Argentine Special Forces landed
at Mullet Creek, After ettacking the Royal Marine Bearracks at Moody Brook,
they proceeded to surround Government House, Whilst this was happening the
main Argentine landing came ashorz at the Airport, Despits a fighting retreat
1, as the Islands Marine detachment were called,

The Argentinian Army now seti about consolidating their victory using Stanley
Airport, which they managed tc kesp open until hours before their final
surrender, They brought in some 1100 men, APCs, armoured cars and artillery,
In preparation for an attack they hoped would not come, they dug in and mined
areas,

Back in the UK a Task Force was rapidly put together and on the S5th April the
carriers Invincible and Hermes, accompanied by the assault ship Fearless set
out for the Falklands, Four days later the liner Canberra carrying some
members of the Parachute Regiment and Marines sailed. In all over 100 ships
came to play their part in returning the Falklands to Britain,

0On the 21st May the initial landings in San Carlos Water commenced ak:
2, Green Beach at Port San Carles - 3 Para and 42 Commando,
b. Blue Beach at San Carlos Settlement - 40 Commando,
(3 Blue Beach 2 at San Carlos Settlement - 2 Para and subgequently 5 Inf Bde.
d. Rad Beach at Ajax Bay - 45 Commando.
The battle for the Falklands was now on,

Meanwhile in London, the Second Battalion Scots Guards (2 5G) was finding the
Queenfs Guard at Buckingham Palace, St Jamssfs Palace and the Towsr of London,
Little did members of the Battalion then imagine that within ten weeks they
would have landed on the Falkland Islands. Far less could they have guessed
that they would be involved in a full scale battle which would directly
influence the timing of the Argentinian capitulation, thus ourtailing
nostilities and saving further loss of life.

Exactly a week later, on Good Friday, the Commanding Dfficer, Lieutenant
Colonel M I £ Seott, accompanied by Major I C Mackay-Dick MBE, Second in
Command and Captain T S Spicer, Operstions Officer, attended a briefing at
Headquarters 5 Infantry Brigade in Aldershot. The Brigade Commander, Brigadier
M J A Wilson OBE MC, explained that the Battalion, together with 1st Battalion
Welsh Guards (1 WG) might come under command of S Infantry Brigade for possible
deployment to the Falkland Islands. This uwas merely the first of many such
briefings and conferences which ultimately led to a brigade exercies in Wales
between 21st April and 3rd May end to the Brigade's departure on RMS Queen -
Elizabeth IT (QE II) from Southempton at 1600 hours on Wednesday 12th May.

The Battalion's stay on QE II was extremely comfortable, There was no lowering
of the high standards of accommodation znd service traditionally associated
with such liners, There was ample space for intensive training, censisting of
continuation trazining on all weapons, intelligence briefings, signals, first
aid and PT. Shortly after the QE IT sailed south of Ascension Island, on

2Znd May, active service conditions wers introduced. A ship's blackout uwas
imposed as a security measure. On the 27th May GQE II arrived at Grytvyken,
South Georgia where the 8attalion cross-~loeded into SS Canberra. It will be



recalled that a Total Exclusion Zaons (TEZ) of 200 miles radius of the Falklands
had been established s spon @s the original Task force, which had sailed on
8th April, was in & position to enforce it. 2 SG entered the TEZ in Canberra
and, st 1435 hours on 2nd Juns, landed at San Carlos in landing craft (LCU).

The Battalion's arrivel came three days -fter the remarkabls success of 2nd
Battalion The Parachute Regiment (2 PARA) at Darwin/Goose Green at which 1200
prisoners were taken and many enemies killed, 3 Commando Brigade was advancing
on foot in the Northern part of East Falklend and 5 Infantry Brigade (now
including 2 PARA) was to move against Stanley in the Sauth,

dan Carlos to Bluff Cove

The Battalion dug in at San Carlos and occoupied its positicn for three days.
Throughout the operations, first light was at ahbout 0700 hours local time and
last light at 1600 hours., Digging in is perheps not the correct terminology,
Any trench more than twe feet deep filled with water, so trenches were dug as
deep as possible and then sanga:-3 were constructed out of peat and rocks.

The Battalion command post was initially a large hole with a tarpaulin stretched
over it, This was extremely difficult to operate in and it was socon replaced

by a dug in 9 x 9 tent,

Buring the three day stay at San Carlos, the Battalion was warned to be
prepared to move forward to the area of Bluff Cove to relieve 2 PARA, 2 PARA
had reached Bluff Cove following the now well documented telephone call from
the Swan Inlet House to Fitzroy/Bluff Cove. Acting on information from the
local population, the Brigade Commander ordersd 2 PARA to send a party in
Scout helicopters forward to Swan Inlet House to ascertain by telephane whether
the enemy were in fitzroy or B1uff Cove, In the euvent, the 14 year old
cdaughter of the Fitzroy settlement manager confirmed by telephone that the
enamy was at neither location. The Brigade Commander commendeered a Chinook
helicopter ogriginally tasked to extract 2 PARA's prisoners and ordered 2 PARA
to deploy a force forward to secure the two settlements for further operations,

The Operations Officer flew forward to Bluff Cove with the Commanding Officer
of the Welsh Guards, Lieutenant Colonel J F Rickett MBE, to recce and liaise
on Friday 4th June. Gn the afternoon of the 5th June, the Commanding Officer
moved to Darwin for an 0 Group, The Battalion, under the Second in Command,
embarked on the sssault ship HMS Intrepid For the move to Bluff Cove, Due to
the threat of @ land based Exoccet missile system, Intrepid would only take
the Battalion to the ares of Lively Island where it was off-lcaded into
Intrepid's LCUs and continue the journey to Bluff Cove. This was considered
to be guite adventurcus s the LCYU is not really designed for offshore work
and as well as being uncomfortable, is virtually unprotected and therefore
vulnerable. The journey itself was extremely unpleasant. For seven hours
all ranks were jammed into four open LEUs. It was bitterly cold and showsrs
of drenching ice cold sea water continuelly came over the side. At ane stage
nerves stretched when star shells from a 105mm gun burst overhead, There was
concern that the LCUs had been spotted from the shore and that at any moment
the illumination rounds would be followed by high explosive. This feeling
was intensifisd when the Battery Commander, Major R T Guyn, took cover as

the third star shell burst overhead., (in fact fhese shells came from a
suspicious MNaval ship, HMS Arrow).



changed over, The former remeined tuo miles forward of the main Brigade line
for seven cold and snouwy cays, providing an excellent Ubservation Post for
Mounts Harriet, Tumbledown, William and Sazpper Hill, That there were feu
exposure cesualties in the atrociocus conditions testifies to the extremely
high standard of junior leadership within the Bzttalion. One of the exposure
cases rccovered after resuscitation by his platoon commendsr, Lieutenant R A
D Lawrence, At the time the Commanding Officer's priority was the physical
survival of the Battalion rather than operations against the Argentinians.

Whilst at Bluff Cove, the Battalion received most valuable znd welcome help
from the settlement's civilisns., Mr Kevin Kilmertin and others, including

Mr Tim Debbyn and Mr Mike Mackay plus two Polish seamen who had jumped ship
and sought asylum shortly befgors the hostilities began, placed their two
tractors at the Battslion's disposal and drove back and forth throughout the
day bringing bergen rucksacks, rations and ammunition the one and a helf miles
from the beach., The Regimental Aid Post wes set up in the Kilmartin's houss
and tea and wads were made avsilable to all,

Port Harriet House - Operation Impunity

The first offensive operation mounted by the Bettalion was the establishment
of an advanced patrol base 12 kilometres forward of Bluff Covo from which the
Recce Platoon could operote. This was well within the enemy’s erea of opora=-
tions. The platoon tesk was to locate and destroy two 105mm gun positions

and a radar site which Brigsde Headquarters hed suggested were on Port Harriet
and Sea Point,

The Recce Platoon Commander, Captain R A Scott, was briefed by the Operaticns
Officer gn the 7th June, The platoon, less Sergeant Coull's sescticn, together
with a Forward Observaticn Officer (FOO) Captain K Miller and Enginsar Recce
Party (from 9 PARA Sgn RE) set out soon after last light. The Battalion waited
with anticipation for news of the first strike at the enemy.

The first report to come through indicated that Port Harrist House appeared
to be occupied, However, further inspection revealed that this was not so
end the house was then occupied by Sergeant ARllum's patrol, Captain Scott
toock his othef patrols to ssarch for the 105mm gun positions., Unfortunately
the information acted upon proved tc be inaccurate and no gun positions were

found. The patrols returned to Port Hafrist House,

The following dey the Bsttalion was joined by a2 four man patrol from G Sguadron
22 SAS who were going to operate within 2 SG's area of responsibility, Although
not under the Battelion's command, they had some spare time so it was decided
that their first task would be to help Sergeant Allum's patrol of the Recee
Platoon to destroy the enemy radar site,

Major The Honoursble R N Zethell MBE and Captein T S Spicer tried to insert

the SAS patrol to Port Harriet Houss and resupply the Recce Platoon using tweo
cilvilian landrovers driven by Messrs Dobbyn and Mackay. This group was only

700 m from Port Herriet House when the lesding vehicle ran over an anti- . =
personnel mine which damaged a front wheel. The members of the group dismounted
only to discover that theywsre in the middle of a minefield, Extraction from
the minefield was z slow business involving moving carefully along the tyre
tracks of the landrover ard then reversing the vehicles out. The wheel on

the landrover was changed nnd the group returned to Bluff Cove,




The feollowing day (Sth June) this operati

Commanding Officer received ou l ineg instructions for a possible advance on

the Sputhern flank towsrds Stanles iy. Hropzrations for this advance required

the Recce Platoon to carry out certain reconnaissance tasks and also to be
aware of future Brigade plans, including the patrol programme of 42 Comm&ando
Royal Marines whc were immodiztely to the Morth. The Commanding Officer decided
that the maintensncs cof the covert patrol bese had become less important than
pur agrrangaments for the possitle advancs., He then sent a helicopter to extract
the Recce Platoon commander for brisefing., The cnemy's reaction was quicker and
in greater strength than had beasn expected. 1In the late =fterncon the Recce
Platoon came under mortar and smsll srms fire, It alsc appeared that ground
forces were moving in to tha attack, Accordingly Sergeant Allum gave the

order to withdraw end the platoon movoed out under intense mortar fire., During
this time Sergeant Allum and two others were wounded. The Commanding Officer
sent Captain Scectt in a Scout helicopter from Battalion Headquarters to the
platoocn's emergency RU. Staff Sergoant Bell (APTC) guided the helicopter in
with his terch znd the cesuslties were evacuated direct to the field hospital
at Ajax Bay. Captain Scott then led the remainder of his platoon back through
2 minefield to a2 pre-arranged RV where they were picked up by & Treop of the
Blues and Royezls in their Scorpions and returned to Bluff Cove at about mid-
night. Ouring the evacuation of the Recce Platocn, artillery engeged enemy
positions on Mount Harriet, In this account of the operaticns, the Commander
cf 5 Infantry Brigade stated that the informaticn from this Y... 2 SC patrol
was the best intelligence received by the Brigade throughout the campaign'.

He velued perticularly the indicetion that the enemy were deployed to mest &
threat launched from the South and elong the track running from Bluff Love to
Stanley.

on cam@ to a drematic end. The

Bluff Cove

On the 8th Junz, while the Port Harrist minefield incident was taking place,
the Battelion wes placed on air raid wverning RED at 1259 hours. Very shortly
afterwards, Five Argeéntinian A4 Skyhauwks came over, It was later discovered
that they attacked the LSLs off Fitzroy causing tragic losses for the Welsh
Guards. At 1530 hours four more Skyhawke camg over and were angaged by small
srms fire from most of the Bettalion, who fired 18,600 reounds. Cne was
definitely hit, possibly by Lance Corporal Winfield of the Machine Gun Blatoon
using his 0.5 inch Browning, Four meore sircraft came in and & second ong wgs
brought down. A third was possibly hit, The last wave jettisoned twc bombs

and a drmp tank which fell shert of Right Flank'‘s peosition, The Battzlion
had suffersed no casualties, and as an introduction to battle this engagement

U =k
proved a tremendous morzle booster

On the zfternoon of 10th Juns, =n snamy 155mm battery began adjusting fire onto
G Company's position. Sporedic shelling continued for the next two days.
One G Company sangar was demolished buf there were no injuries.
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THE PLAN FOR TuE FINAL BATTLE FOR STANLEY

On the 9th June the 5 Brigade Orders Group assembled at Fitzroy to ccnsider the
plan for the attack on Stanley.

3 Cormando Brigade was to attack Two Sisters and Fount Harriet by night with 45
Commando tzk¥ng the former objective and 42 Commando the latter. The 3rd Battalion
the Farachute Regiment was to put in a feint attack on Mount Longdon. Simultaneously
the 1et/Tth Duke of Fdinburgh's Own Gurkba Rifles (+/7 GR) would patrol against
¥ount Tumbledown and Mount ¥illiam., 2 3Gy, with a company of Gurkhas, was to move
along the Soutkern flank to conform with 3 Commando Brigede. Tt was planned that

if Tumbledown and ¥illiam were not to fall to the 1/7 Gurkhas patrols, 2 5G would
attack the features at first light on the 12th or 13th June from the Soutk.

On his Teturn to the Battalion for the Orders Group the Comranding Officer held

& planning meeting with the Second in Command, the Company Commanders, the Batiery
Commander, the Adjutant and the Cperations and Intelligence Officers. He wag
concerned that the Brigade plan involved a rather predictable long uphill daylight
assault acrosgs difficult ground during which the Battalion would be extremely
vulnerable. (It was subsequently learned that ten sustained fire mackine guns
dominated this approach). He preferred the alternative of a flanking attack
launched by night from the already secured Commardo positions to the West of
Tumbledown.

The Brigade Commander approved of the flanking attack alternative and gawe formal
orders at Fitzroy on the 10th June. The Battalion was to attack Tumbledown. 1/7
GR were to attack Mt William and 1 G 1o be prepared to move forward and capture
Sapper Hill.



On Colonel Zcott's returm

! f Cove ths final details of the operation
yere worked out. 'The Comn )

fficer g=ve his The
0]

plan was for a silent f 3 phascspreoceded by 2 cmall ¢ 1ve“fianary
agtack from the obviocus iroction. The fire plan was to include
fighter ground attack, five batteries of 10pnr Lﬂgkt guns, and nzval gun fire
from HMS Active and §“¢ nortars L2 Commeando R and 1/7 GR were

also to be available. Tach pkaoc would iﬂUOlVb a camparv attack on a different
part of the objective. Phase 1 was for G Company to take the first part of
Tumbledown immediately after the diversionary attack. Phase IT involved Left
Flank moving through and assaulting the main part of the mountain (GR332723 to

GR 340723), In Phase TII Right Flank would sccure the Iinal part.

The Battalion's move to its assembly area was planned: for 080" hours on the 12th
June but was postponed as helicopters were not available until too late At 1100
hours the Commanding Officer was called to Brigade Headquarters and Tiven furthoer
information about thc enenmy and about 3 Commando Brigadets attack the previous
evening. It was agreed ; the delay over helicopter availability
the attack should be postponed until the following night. A helicopter was
provided for the Battalion reconnaissance (R Group) to move forward to observe
Tumbledown from the area of Goat Ridge. At last light on the 12th June the R
Group returned to Bluilf Cove.

On the morning of the 13th the Battalion moved by support helicopter to the
assembly area. On arrival, sangers were ¢o ms,ructeu, The R Group and platoon
end commanders went ferward ﬁo observe the enemy positions. If nothing else the
campaign proved conclusively (again) the value of the old wilitary meaxim that
time spent in reconnaissance is never wasted. The assenbly are
speradically from about 1000 hours onwards. Lance Sergeant MeGeorge wWas
wounded. Ancther shell scored a spectacular direct hit on the equipment of
Lance Corporal Campbell and Guardsman Greenshicld - which they had discarded
while they dug in - sstting off their white phosphcrous ﬁ;eﬂaQCSa

.l 1} B - e R ] -

4T 1400 hours the Commanding Officer deliversd confirmatory orders. The

3 : \ Y n e Ay s b 5 o

journslists, & J McIlrey (Daily Telegraph) znd Tony Snow {Sun), who were to
accompany Battalion Headquarters, attended., It was decided that the Forming
Up Point (FUP) guides and conircllcrs - thes Recce Platoon under &oprmand of the

-

Second in Command - were hto be 1“ position by 1300 hours having neld daylight
reheargals., G Company, leading attack, were to cross the start line at

2100 hours,

- - — i T e e .

For the attack on Mount Yumbledown bergen rucksacks were not carried, The

™ - j - 3 s 3 L 3

9gttdll n Wpre 'le* Kit? only but with six slceping bags corricd per Company
to help in the treatment of casualtics.

The verba % rezcognition signsls to be uscd wihin the Rattalion and also 1/7 GR
were considered, The NATC password system was discarded in favour of the more
practical end lcss formal "Hey Jimmy" for the Battalion and "Hey Jbkmmy" for
identifying the Gurkhas. While ths may sound a trivial point, the system adopted
proved of considerable lmportance during the battle.



THE DIVERSIONARY ATTACK

The attack was intended {o distract the eneny's attention from the Battalion's
move from Goat Ridze to the foot of Mount Tambledovmn. It was hoped that the

2
diversion would convince the enemy that cur attack would be from the Southern
flank,

The attacking force, er command of Officer Commending Hoadquavter Company,
consisted of three four man assault scctions from the Recee Platoon and a fire
sipport group consisting of personnel from the Battle Group Headguarters and A1
Echelon, Specialist support was provided by a troop of the Blues and Royals
(RHC/D), two Sappers who acted ag scouts, a Bombardier FOO and 2 Mortar Fire
Controller.

e
S

By the time the diversion was duc to the force was in position, but no
enemy had been located in spite of their having been seen during tho earlier
visual recce. HMajor Bethell sent the RHG/D troop forward towards the Stanley
road to try to attract cnemy firc, The leading Scorpion soon went over an anti
personnel mine without any of the enemy reacting, so the main patrol advanced
towards the enemy on foot,

At =bout 2045 hours a possible cnemy sangsr was cpotted through 2 nj-ht sight
at 75 metres, The fire support group under Company Sergeant Major Braby moved
to the South to find a fire position while thu assault groups commended by
Major Bethell, Drill Ser it Wight =nd Sergeant Coull clesed on the enemy,
who continued to displsy no reaction.

The assault sroups werc almost upon the first sangar when snering was heard and
other pangars were scen, As the groups split up to deal with ths various

sanrars they camc under heavr fire ond o fierce cxchange of Fire cnusued. Drill ., 9
Sergeant Wight and Tance gg;ggralwpgﬁhlsy,QRqul_EAgingprs) were killed at once
in the assault on the northermost trench. Four other patrol members were
wounded but three pipers administercd first aidy which saved further loss of
life.

The enemy continucd to bring down
trenches, including a machine
£roun was neutralised and
and conseguent medical ro
secured ufte: ost two d
assaults on individual trenches

sangors and

the fire support

e cazualtics taken
ion ‘ventually

systematic

ond song &c.

Extraction of *hc pairol with “he cend
to be accomplished on foot. One enemy zed from a sangar mexpectedly and
before he was killed, threw a hand gre which caused shrapuel wounds to
Major Bethell and Piper Duffy, vwho werc covering the withdrawal.

fed proved difficult, as it had 4/ -

Futher casualties occurred when Lance Sergeants Miller and McLintock, Lance
Corporal Mitchell =nd Guardsmsn Carruthers - all of whom were carrying the 7
badly wounded - trod on twe anti personnel mincs. The enemy callad down pE0
defensive fire on ‘he arca but its effect was happily slight in +the peaty ground.
At this stage the dead hag o be abandoned, The patrol moved slowly back,
clearing the way by using their torches which helped them to avoid at least

one further mine. At about 0030 hours the RV was reacheds Tumbledown, the
scene of the main aottack, was 1it up by artillery fire and .50 tracer fired
from Mount Harriet,



G Company planned to advan
Forming Up Point (FUP) a and to take the first erags of
the Tumbledown feature in mmanded by Licutenant

M W Joynstn, and Company Headquarters werc to secure the first company

objective supported by 8 Platoon, commanded by Second Licutenant C § T Pago.

Then 9 Platoon commanded by Licutenant ¢ J Blount ~nd 8 Platoon were to move
forward supported by Company Headquarters to secure the sccond company

objective estimated to be a machine gun post. ‘The CMS's party, with stretchers,
pipes and reserve medicol kit was to bring up the reor. § Company moved off
silently from the FUP and the wire fence marking the start line at

2100 hours. By this time tht diversionary attack was under way and there was
considerable noise from the Souther slopes of Tumbledown and Harricte As the
company advanced through snow flurries and sporadic shell and mortar fire, star
shells were frequently fired from the cutskirts of Stanley and from a battery
somewhere near the South of Hoody Browi. These 1it the whole battlefield and,
until the slope leading to the first company objective was reached, progress

was slow. At this point there had been ne encmy reaction and as the first
columit was by then in ground hidden from the Argentinian position, 7 Platocon

and Company Headquarters covered ¢ach other througzh this objective. The enemy
had deserted it, 8 and 9 Platoons began to move zgainst the machine gun post
whilec Company Headouarters moved into the Tumbledoun Crage to be able te cover
both North and South of the mountain, The Company remained undetected. The
assault platoons ulso found this scecond objective deserted although a Spanish
voice was heard in the rocks abeve,  The sccond phasc of the attack began with
Left Flank wdvancing through ¢ Company at 2230 hours and coming under fire.
almost immedintely, ¢ Company gave supporting fire with automatic weapons

until the fire could ao longer be safely effective for Lot Flank. This
supporting fire drew mortar =md shell fire onto the rocks around G Company

from the enemy mortar line behind Mount William and the gun battery in Stanley.
More of 9 Platoon were hit at this stage, including Sergesnt MeDonald who
refussd treatment until the neet moring, A Company Mcdical Aid Post was set

up by 9 Platoon Commaznder, who on two occasions protected with his own body,
wounded who could not move. Whon Left Flank begen to take scvere cosualties,

G Company provided JMS with hig ccholon group, 28 e¢xtra pedical orderlies
snd 8 Plzatoon, who were uncommitted, as
COME, for the three kilometre carry bacl
These went forward through i
to recover the wounded and pa

FOST,

Apart from replying to the regular sniper zbove
Company Headquarters, ¢ Company took no further the
company weunded, including a were

evacuated ti

next day.




FEASE 2

Left Flank passed through G Company at 2230 hours and started climbing the main
feature of Tumbledown Mountain with 13 Platoon, under command of Second Lieutenant
J D Stuart, moving up to the crags on the left, 15 Platoon, under commznd of
lieutenant 4 ¥ Mitchell, advancing on the lower ground to the right and 14 Platoon,
coxmanded by lieutenant 4 H J Fraser in ressrve behind Company Headquarters.
Almost inmediately, two or thres enemy seri-automatic weapons opened up on 15
Platoon who went to ground and returncd ths fire. The iomediate saction attack
by Lance Sergeant Dalgleish's section was beaten off by superior ehemy automatic
fire in depth, and there started an accuratc and increasingly heavy bombardment by
ehemy artillery and mortars which continued throughout the night. Ehemy movement
about 100 ~ 200 metres ahead could be sean through weapon night sights (I¥3) and
in moving into fire positions o engage them two casualties were taken by 15
Platoon. Guardsman Styillggg_WASrgpgﬁ and killed and Sergeant Jackson received a

shrapnel wound in the thigh. I

At about the same time, 13 Platoon in the rocks were engaged by, enemy saipers
equipped with excellent night sights, g;l;;ggWGygggg@éﬁ_ﬂg@@g@g&, mortally
wgunding,Sergeaggigimgqn 2nd wounding Lance Corroral Eyrs, Company Scrgeant

Major ¥icol was shot in the hand while going to Sergeant Simeon's 2id and Cuardsman
Shaw had a lucky escape when a bullet was stopped by the *three magazines in his
left breast pocket. Both 13 and 15 Flatoons attempted to dislodge their enemy
with 84mm, Aémm and M79, but although this was partially effective in the high
ground against the snipar positions, it appeared to have little effect on the

encmy facing 15 Platoon.

For several hours 13 Flatoon's sections tried to fight through the rocks and crags
and Achieved some success with high explosives and white phosphorous grenades.

The leading sections, commanded by Lance Sergeants Davidson and MoCGuinness flushed
out the forward snipers andyyfollowing the enemy's communication cable, located
and destroyad saveral sangars and sniper pesitions,despite fierce enemy resietance.
The enemy in front of 15 Flatoon continued to put down a heavy weight of fire,
some of them shouting and singing as they did so, but several were killed by

Lance Sergeant Mitchell and his section with TWS fitted weapons. The FOO and MPC
attempted to bring down fire on the encny immediately to the front of 15 Platoon,
but for much of the time only one mortar (out of six) was working and tochniocal
problems hampered the FOO's ad justment of fire. Throughout the campaign the soft
ground was found to degrade thre effect of mortar fire. The mortars soon bedded
themselves in and had to be mowed and their fire re-adjusted. 14 number of morisrs

______ ChL p L
broke when firing on maximum chargs.

14 Flatoon was moving up to expleit 12 Tlatoon's hard-wen gains when artillery
rounds arrived on target in front of 15 Flatoon. After three rounds Tire—for—
effect from cne battery, licutenant Mitchell led 2 platoon attack, supported by
Company Feadouarters and weapons of 13 Flatoon, on the forward enemy positions.

15 I'latoon's assault with grenades and 1ifles proved successful and four or five
encmy sangars wers taken. 4Asg Corpany Headyuarters moved forward to Jjoin them,
further opportunities to maintain the momentum of the attack becams apparent, and
with the two sections of 15 Flatoon an assault was made on the next group of enemy
2bout 200 metres up the hill. About eight enemy wers killed with grenades, rifles
and bayonets and an equal number gave themselves up. The Company Cormander
himself killed two and Layouoted a thizd. One enemy round passed through his left
front pouch and bayonet scabbard before Lodging in his compass, Althougk one
section compander, Lance Sergeant Fltchell was shot dead and anvumer e e
the assault continued up The hill with further enemy sangars, and bunkers bel@g‘
taken 2t the point of the bayonet; but with the demands of clearing those positions
and guarding the prisoners as they were taken, only seven men arrived 2t the top
of the mountain. Below them were the lights of Port Stanley with some half dozen
enemy running down the kill. OF those seven, three, including the Flatoon



Commander, Lieutenant Kitchell, were imrediately cut down by a burst of machine
gun fire. The Company Commander and three men wers holding Tumbledown Mountain.
Within fiftme minutes, several other members of 15 Flatoon and Company Headquarters
arrived to help in securing the objcctive and 14 Platoon were called forward,
arriving soon after.

A small enemy counter attack was driven off, mainly by 14 Flatoon, but not before
Lance Sergeant Wash and Lance Corporal Goventry had been seriously wounded by
grenade shrapnel, and Lance Corporal VWilson and Guardsman Reynolds hit by rifle
fire.,

As these casualties were being ovacuated, the stretcher party reccived a dircct
hit from a mortar bomb. Guardsman Reynolds (who although wounded, was carrying a
stretcher) and Guardsman Malcolmson wére killed and eight other men wounded.

The Left Flank z2ction had taken over sevem hours. Over 30 bodies were subsequantly
removed from the battlefield, 20 prisoners werd taken and an unknown number put

to flight. The cost was T men killed and 21 wounded, 18 of whom were admitted to
hogpital.

Several of the wounded owed their lives to the prompt first aid, often under
fire, which they rcceived from their comrades. In particular from Piper Rodgers,
the Company Medic, who worked ceasclessly throughout the night and treated all
the casualties.



b PHASE

.

At about 0600 hours Major § 4 C Pri

comiznided by Second ITieutenant W VM TS0, & 5 Ela oon coAmﬁndcd by
lieutenent R 4 D lawrence) moved forward, liajor Price was briefed by Hajor
Kiszely who indicsted thw cround and told them thot the from an enemy
machine gun ond some 2 or 300 yards shead h d Tour men,
including Lleh-vhrﬂt Min e of the weunued + pinned down pehind
& rock and the meefulnfﬂ enemy unflinching in the face of Left Flank
fire from 84mm and 56mm,

Major Price sclected the right flanzing aprrozeh to the tnemy as it offered
the best covere He delivercd short orders to his FOO, Captain Miller, his

Company Second in Command ,
Majora Unfortunately the
the target hecause of the
arrive until later,

his Platoon Commandors
gun position oific&r Was
belicved Proximi

and his Company Scrgeant
unable to agree to v

g
ity of 1/7 GR, who in fact did not
ﬂn L FLAN

The Right Flank plan wae d
Headgquarters in the ce
the Viscount Dalrymple) g

support

ior 2 and 3

+r~ 3
giving ¢

wag to be pro fﬁceﬂ on the

daylight was only half sn hour aWaY .
and the mortars remain: ¥ unsern

ATter leaving the FUP, the asgaulting

Company Comm=n
were to be fired immedina 1tely before the

Flatuons to assault with Company
1 Flatoon (commandes by Second TLicutenant
covering

from Left ¥ Fire

S6mm

fire cnk's position,

nderts orders and 84mm and

assault.  Speed was essential as
o artillery fire support was available
vicenble,

scctions moved forward firing their anti

tank and other weaﬁons s they went. Ricochets flew in =21l dircctions in the
rocky terrain., A dozen men, amongst them Captain P A Bryden end Tieutonznt
Lawrencn geined » foothold on the ledge occupied by the enamys  The
reorwﬂnlﬂﬁ* 1on phase revealed that two enome had been killed and four Captured,
Shortly afterwards the attack was resumed, principally against threc groups of
eneny wic had not been sc the initiasl ¢ Y ASES had been I -, 5.3
launched, n L Company
Comman: King partics,
T the Objocﬁiyei
! JTEHEC, wit% wo metlQS, moveﬁ along the
5 213 "0CKs while Szcond L1>uto mt Mathewson moved ﬁlong
the lower slopes. On the South could be made iy 1y,
becouse of :nvmy ol the na ;duman Pengelly was driven
back by heavy enemy {1 c:c*t Hourfer Berzeant
Jackson tooL out the t wrding his rifls and

climbing the rocks to

ana enabled tho

one enemy

dvence up the narroy ridge to continue. A little further on Surveant uac\aon
ad lanec SCPgCuﬁt Baxter then killed an encmy and captured a further wound

one. This action cleared the way for 2
reinforcements from Flatoen to move
withCapt&'aBryden wiio was by the: in

puid
081 C10one

Captain Bryden had resched

on thu Morth side of the objcctivea,
sroups had wmoved along the nieh ground,
Guardsmen Harkness and McEnteggart and

in the head, regdering

the rucke anly afior

Whilc his

2 Platoon under Sergeant Dobertson and
rapidly forward and éventually link up

the rocis at the Eastorn ond of e

sneccuntering stiff resistanco
i1‘T1nuthAnttL awrcneoets

eremy siipers had wounded first
then Licutenant Lawrence {who was



the latters group ineffectivd. Yith lance Jergeant licDermid and Lance Cerporal
Eichardson giving covering fire, Lance Corporal Rennie bravely brought the

wounded officer into cover. Meanwhile Captain Bryden and Guardsman Horton had reached
the Fastern end of the objective, before Morton too was hit.

-

Tbe arrival of reinforcements from 1 and 2 Flatoons, who bad been called forwari

by the Corpany Commander, secured the end crags Tor Right Flark. After considerable
movement in the area, the enemy nounted heavy maching gun fire on the Company's
forward elements. However, heavy machinc gun fire was returned from lance

Corporal Campbell's scetion and the c¢nemy withdrew, bringing down azrtillery fire

as they did so. = pl. &g
The engagement erded =zt ut 0800

abo ours. ©Seven enemy had been killed and 14
g 3 - o n
captured (cf whom five were wounded

.« 5 Right Flankers had been wounded.

Cnce the position had been secured, the Right Flank FOO, Captain Miller, started
directing effective fire onto Fori Stanley. He was on kis third "Fire Mission'
when the enemy were seen leaving their trenches anmd walking around. After

§)

reporting te his Regiment what he ¢aw, Captain Filler was directed to cease
firing. The time was about 0815 hours.

The immediate priority was 4o evacuste ““= wounded. Captain Bryden collected the
prisoners and the valking wounded and took them back to the Fegimental Folice

and RAT'. Tt took some time for the Company Conmander to organise a defensive
position, as platoons were thoroughly mixed up and many key men were looking
after casualtiss.

The Company was told shortly afterwardés that the enemy had surrendered and that
only action in self defence was to be conducted.

During belicopter evacustion of casualiles, the prisoners taken by Left and Right
Tlank were brought to Battalion Tactical Headquarters. Amongst them was an
officer who had commanded one of the positions. %hile the officer was gquestioned
in Spanish by Captain J R E Campbell-Lamerton, & sniper fired on the Scout
helicopter whickh was teking out % ualties. The Argentinian officer was
invited to order this lone sniper Tiring and surrender forthwith. The

o

sniper did not do so, but caused no uble, and it is assumed that he

na

fled, or surrendered to the G moving up towards Mount Tilliam.
The Commanding Officer moved o

the enemy positicns. lccomp e

Officer and his signaller Tan >Eh

slope of the feature. Toey were impress tr

Argentinian rositions, the majority of whi n

ebelter trenches with affective overhead T

0
&
<

= @

¥oile the party was moving across
this ground, news came on the radio that the Argentinian forces on the Falliland
Islands had surrondersd. The Battalion spent the night of the 14th/15%b Junc on
Tumbledown before moving by helicopter to Titzroy.
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ORBAT
2ND BALTALION

14 _JUbE 1962

AT el
) wd

SUU GUATWES

BATTALION NEALQUAKR'TENS

Commanding Officer

Second in Command

Ad jutant

Uperations Officer
Intelligence Officer
Regimental Signals Oificer
Anti Tank Platoon Commander
Mortar Officexr

Assistant Intelligence Officer
Medical Officer

Medical Officer (16 Fd amb Det)
Paymaster

Battery Commander

Forward Observation Officer
Forward Observation Officer

RIGHT FLANK

Company Commander
Ceompany Second in Couunand
No 1 Platoon Commander

No 2 Platoon Commander

No 3 Platoon Commander

C_COMPANY

Company Commander
Company Second in Comnand
No 7 FPlatoon Commander

No 8 Platoon Commander
No 9 Platoon Commander

I.Jf“i‘u]j FL ,\‘).,N k{

Company Commander
Company Second in Cowmand
No 1% Platoon Commander
Neo 14 Platevon Commander
No 15 Platoon Commander

7

RECCE PLATOON

Platoon Commandex
ECHELON

Coutnander

Quariermastier

Technical Quartermaster
Mechanical Iransport Officer

Lizutenant Colonel & 1 It Scott LSO

Fajor 1 C FMackey—pick rmug
Captain A bullougn

Captain Spicer

Captain W Foster

Captain W P B Ellis

Captain J R B Campbell-Lamerton
Captain P J L Farrelly
Lieutenant A A& Bruce

= o 2 G

cy

Lieutenant Colonel A J Warsap RAMC

Major X N A4 Millar RalNC
Captain D W O'Keefe RiPC
Major B T Gwyn RA
Captain W D Nicol R4
Lieutenant X H #iller RA

MajJor § A C Price
Captain I A Bryden

2 Lieutenant The Viscount Dalrymple

2 Lieutenant I W V Mathewson
Lieutenant R A D Lawrence HC

lMajor 1T E Dalzel-Job
Captain J H 0'H Pollock IG
Lieutenant 1 W Joynscn

2 Lieutenant C S T Pase
Lieutenant C J Blount

Major J P Hiszely 10

Captain 'he Hon G C W Grimston
2 Lieulenant J L Stuaxt
Lieutenant A4 H J ¥Fraser
Lieutenant a4 i Litchell

Captain B A Scott

Hajor Thne Hon ft N Bethell MBE
Major C Brown '

Captain E Lawrie

Captain K Paterson



DHUMS PLATOOR CHBaT

Dila) Davidson
Sgt Hynds
LCpl Wilson

No 1 Section Ho 2 Gection

LS8gt MacKay LSgt hobinson

LCpl Uxban LCpl HRennie

Dmr Coszkes Dmr Bruton

Dmr Griffiths Dmr Coventxry

Dmr Dnr Gould

Dmr Dmr  Greaves

Dmr Dnr Xing Dmr Hopewell
Dmr Dmx Spence Dmr McClure




Ma The Hon BETHELL
Maj SMITH

CSM Braby

C3¥M EBuayen

CAMS Czllachan

CaMs Gault
{Sgt Robinson
Sgt Hicklin
Sgt  lMclormack
LSgt Paterson
L3gt Walker
LCpl Fitchell
Gdsm MeLennan

0D RM

ORQMS Archibald
L5gt Cerson
LSgt Machze

LCpl Nicholson

oM

Maj DBRO.N
P3M Hope

C8gt ¥McInnes
Sgt  Boyd

Sgt  Halsmith
LSgt Fawcett
LSgt T'letchexr
LSgt Mclnnes
LSgt McKie
LSgt Wolfi
LCpl Gray
LCpl Toole
Gdsm Dougherty

Gdsi Marsh

Capt LAWRIE
T8 Taylor
38gT McDowell
" LSsgt Bdgar
I8zt Leitch
L5gt Slucock
1.0w1 Parkin
Cfn Byrne
Cfn Hoars

Capt
CSgt
Sgt

Set

LSgt
LSgt
LSgt
LCpl
LCpl
Gdsm
Gd s
Gdsu
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdam

S51GS

Sgt
Cpl
LCpl
Gdsm
Gdsm

PATERSON S
Smith
MacDonald
Swaney

ROYAL

_,.\_- ‘Jr' LS

F:y'f e

Ogston Sig
Southward Sig
Gavican

Nicol

Brown 13

i Denwood

Hdeid
Ritchie
Rose
atherford
Westwood

PL
Rankin
Watt
McNeill
Hay
Hchle

MED CENTEE

Logt
Gdsm

&2
| el
gh]

W (
t.._l

2w s o N e B e N 05 BR €5
FS‘OUTU‘J

ot ¢
o

Pte
Pte
Pte

PEY

SEMS
Pte

McQuearrie
Irons

e

LONnor
Bar h"rn-p +

Sl ot E L1 S8 8 55w S

Trodden
Miles

Bellew
Delves

Green
Houston-Robb
Laycock

Foley
O'Leary

Crock
Weatherly



BG g RAPD

Lt Col SCOTT - Lt Col WARSAP
C8gt Baird
L3gt Meechan

Capt SFICER LCpl Gibson

Capt 0'EELFE Gdsm Nobvle

DSgt Wight

PMaj Riddell ROYAL SICHALS

S5gt  Haztton

LCpl Stephen Cpl Eeynolds

LCpl Feerey
LCpl Herne
Sig Hawkins
Gdsm Newton The following personnel

1 joined the
Bn during the Cperation:

Sig Perry - Port Howsrd 30 June
gipt zggTER Major AIC GORDCN Port Howard 11 July
BRUCE
Sgt Williams
L3gt Leslie
LSgt Reavley
Sgt Sherrett
Gdsm MciIntosh

Capr ELL!
CSgt Walk
Sgt  Third
LEgt Marshall
LCpl Hush

LCpl Michael
LCpl Scott
Gdsm Clarke
Gdsm Davidson -
Cdsm Bliiott
Gdsm McGowan

RP STAFF

RSM HMackenzie
CSM  Haye

CS¥ Sulley
Sgt  Pettit
LSgt Johnston
LCpl McCoy
Gdsm Ainslie



COMPANY HEADQUARTERS

Maj D&LZII. JOB LCpl Douglas

Capt POLLOCK (IG) - LCpl Galvin

C8M  MeKay “ Gdsm Belford

CQMS Stirling Gdsm Bradley

Sgt Wilson Pte Corbeti

Sgt MacKinnon - Gdsm Kirkpatrick

Lsgt Minto . Gdsm Malns

L3gt Samson Gdsm Ripley

LSgt Williams Pte Stewart

LCpl Buchan . Gdsm Webstexr
NO '~ PLATOORN NQ R PLATOON N0 9 PLATOCN
L% JOYHSON 2Lt PAGE Ut BLOUNT
Sgt  Anderson Sgt  Morcom Sgt Machonald
ISgt Hanson Sgt Gribble - L8gt Ferguscn
L3gt MacKenzie IL3gt Douglass LSgt Patierson
L3gt Scott ILSgt Holmes LSgt Scott
LCpl Bunyan LCpl Batty LCpl Keers
ICpl Catchpole - LCpl Greenhalgh LCpl Qverton
LCpl Gott LCpl Moxrison LCpl Turnbull
LCpl Young Gdsm Clegg LCpl Vest
Gdsm Batiersby Gdsm Crawford Gdsm Campbell
Gdsm Baxtex Gdsm Dick Gdsm Deasley
Gdsm Campbell . Gdsm Gillanders Gdsm Dunlop
Gdsm Conway Gdsm Graham Gdsm Gilchrist
Gdsm IFlynn Gdsm Grundy : Gdsm Herrity
Gdsm Gillespie Gdsm Henderson Gdsm Hoggan
Gdsm Glover . Gdsm Houston Gdsm Hunt
Gdsm Henson Gdsm Hunter Gdsm Hutchins
Gdsm Khan Gdsm Hutiton Gdsm Lindsay
Gdsm Lettice Gdsm McGovern
Gdsm Magee Gdsm McHirnmon
Gdsm Malcolmson Gdsm McLaren
Gdsm Mitehell
Gdsm Murdoch
Gdsm Macaskill
Gdsm HeXay T
Gdsm McLeod Gdsm Rumney Gdem Shaw
Gdsm FceWilliams Gdsm Thompson Gdsm Thomson
Gdsm Smith :dsm Whittingham Gdsm Ward
Gdsn Ward Gdem William Gdsm Watis
Gdsm Welsh
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By
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Sgt

LSgt
LSgt
Lsgt
LSgt

LCpl

FLaTOCH

2Lt The Viscount
DALRYMPLE

Sgt

Lsgt
Lsgt
LCpl
ICrl
ICpl
ICpl
ICpl
Ppx

Gdsm
Gdsm

Gdsm

Gdem

Crawvford
leGeorge
Waternouse
Campbell
Gray
Mathieson
McIntosh
wright
Altchiscon
Alexender
Bell
Brand 37

n Brozadfoot

Czhillane 21
Charlion
Conn

Coyle
Craigen
Dryburgh
Good

1 Graham 05
m Graham 60

Greenshields
Hall
Hamilton

Lawson

1 Morrison

O'Hara

HIGHT FL..oK

COMPANY HEADQUARTERS

PRICE
BRYDEN
Amesg

S Al
gt Middlemass
Ogkes
Baxter
Koy
Whittall
Wilson
Cocks

NO 2

Gdsm
Gdsm
Cdsm
Gdsm
Gdsnm

Gdsm

PLATOON

MaTHEWSON
Robertson
radley
Hatton
Bainbridge
Bathke
EBrown
McKinna
Hichardson
Sinclair
Aitchison
Cahillane 18
Canercn
Deeley

; Duff

MeGuinness
Smith 2 %

o

LCpl
LCpl
LCpl

Cpl

LCpl

= Pte

Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm

Collins
Fleck
Morling
Rogers
Skates
Bottoms

Lt
Sgt
Logt
L3¢t
LSgt
LCpl
LCpl
Cpl
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm
Fpr
Gdsm
Gdsn
Gdsm

Gdsm

Hisn

Gdsm

LAWRENCE
Jackson
Greig
Marsden
McDermid
eekie

QWY mdl
Hom
[ e
[n -
5
(o]
j=
w
[e]

Gilfillan
Gilocur
Harkness
HEiil
MeEntaggart
MeMaster

Morton

m Q'RHei 1y
0 Pengelly

Purdie

@ Bsading

Sutheriand



Pitcaithly
Gill
Miller
Perry

 Blair
1 Browvm —

Chase

Farmer
Forbes
Hutton
Little

Guinn

: Thomson -

MORTaH PLATOON

PL HY

e

FARRELLY
Buckley
Mchonald
Sutherland
Wood

C/2 52

Sgt

Logt
L5zt
ILCpl
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsn
Gdsm
Gdam
Gdsnm
Gdsm

fal -~
UL ST

Hammel
Noble
Shepherd
Wolff
Collins
Cruickshanic
Davidson —
Johnstone —
MacFadyen
Payne
Somerville
Spence
Turner

C/S

Isgt
LSgt
Logt
iCpl
LCpl
LCpl
Gdam
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm

Corbett
Fisher (WG)
Harrison
Harper
Jones (WG)
Shannon (WG)
Davies (WC)
Green (WG)
Jones (WG

-

Mumford (WG)
Ponting (WG)
Thomson (WG)



No 1

Section

Sgt

LCpl
LCpl
Gdsm
Gdam
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm
Gdsm

Mary
¥cCabe
Urguhart
Camercn
Crawford ..
Kluzniak
McKay -
Miller
Saunders

MACHINE GUN PLATOON O

HBAT

CAPT
CSgt
Gdsm
Ppr

Gdsm

No 2

PL HY

——— el

CAMPBELL-LAMERTON
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Sgt

Isgt
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Walker
aAllen
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Barrett
Fagan
Lugton
Martin
Marshall
Paton
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Tagker
Blair
Winfield
Cartmell
Cheaype
Jackson —
MeConnachie
Mutch
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Capt
Sgt
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LCpl
Dmr
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Ppr

SEOTT
Russell
Coventry
Kinsella (IG)
Lizmage
Adamscn

Day

Fleming
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Section

SSgt
Lsgt
LCpl
LCpl
Dmx

Gdsm
Fpr

Drax

Bell
Mclintock
Donaldson
Straughton
Brady
Hzrdie
Maclnnes
Meechan

No 3

Sgt
Sgt
Lsgt
LCpl
LCpl
LCpl
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B
Dmr
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A1 um
Coull

Gray

Beaty
Micholson -
Owens

Carruthers -

Duffy
Wan d



LEFT PLANK

COMPANY HEADGQUARTERS

Maj KISZELY M- LCpl Thomson
Capt The Hon GRIMSTON Gdsm Archibald
CSM Nicol Dor ca

Gdsn Graham
CaMs Hill

Pte Mariin
Sgt Maztthew Gdsm McRobb.
Sgt Tavloer Gdsm Porter
LSgt Simpson Pte Queen
LCpl Galloway Ppr Rodger
LCpl MzcColl Ppr Spencer

LCpl Murley

2Lt  STUART ) It  FRASER t  MITCHELL
Sgt  Simeonm - Sgt Gavaghan Sgt Jackson

- LSgt Davidson L3gt Dayson L8zt Dalgleish

LSgt McGuinness ™ - ISgt Martin 1Sgt Guthrie
LCpl Carle LEgt Nash L8gt Mitchell
LCpl Bay LCpl Crockdake
Cpl Cameron LCpl Hinds
cLean LCpl Coventry LCpl Tytler
i LCpl Greenlees Llpl Wilson
ifold ILCpl Stenton Gdsm Allen
win 68 1Cpl Timperley Gdsm Binnie
Gdsm Cheyne #Gdsm Blackburn Ténaw Gdsm Boyes
Gdsm Denton Gdsm PBrackstone Gdsm Brown
Gdsm Douglas Gdsm Brvden Gdsm Campoell {1
~ - -

Gdsm Flening

C

d

d

a

dsm Campbell 65 ) Gdsm Findlay
Gdsm Glaspexr Gdsm Cape — 30 =, Gdsm Forrest
Gdsm Johnstone Gdsm Dagsett Gdsm Gordon
Gdsm Mulcolmson Wb Gdsm Denholm -4V Gdsm Eamilton
Gdsm Muxrfitt ‘ Gdsm Horzn Gdsm Litterick
Gdsm Osborn — -4 Gdsm Jackson Cdsm MacKenzie
Gdsm Raynolds — Bert kIR Gdsm McGeough Gdsm Mitchell
Gdsm nidgment Gdsm FeKay Gdsm McFarlane
Gdsm Rogers Gdsm McLellan Gdsm Peters
Gdsm Robinson Gasm MoQueen Gdem Hichardson
Gdsm Shaw Gdem Montgemery Gdsm hutherford

=+ Gdsm S8ilvexr Q:H}j Gdsm Slaney Gdsm Eegan

Gdsm Sniith - Gdsm Stewart Gdsit Smart
Gdsan Per>izg ~— O Gdsm Tait Gdsm Stirling/
Gdsm Wilkie Gdsm Traynor Gdsm Taggart

Ppr Utting
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Csgt
LsSgt
Gdsm

BOWSER

ECCLEGS-WIL .IAMS

Singlexr

MOODY
Miller
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MeCGeonnigle
Cormoxr
Hogeg
Parkes

Smith

Eldex
Smiles
Melwan
MaclLean

7

¥ Coy

Caxlin
Cromaxr
Good

ORD RM

M
4L

Gdsm
Gdesm
Gdsm

Pryde
Barron
pocott
Bl = CK

Stewart

Lochhead
Luke
MacKay

Szts? Mess
LOpl Bullock

SIGS PL
LSgt Legge
Gdsn McKirdy

LSgt Leftwich
Cfn Harrig
Cfn Moore

Right Flank

LCpl Grierson
Gdsm Beattie
Gdsm English
Gdsm Johnstone
Gdsm Scarr

P Lo

Gdsm Sangster
Gdsm Tallen

G Coy

Gdsm Benyon
Gdsm McDougall

Left Flank
Lsgt Pye

Gdsm Gray
Gdsm McFadden
*dsm Simm
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LSgt Millex
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1. Some of the lessons learned from the campaign in the Falkland Islands have
little relevance to the UX Priority % taske due to the difference in climate,
terrain, enemy tactics, lack of armour and the overall immobility accross country,
between this country and North West Burope. The lesrons therefore listed bhere
will try to adhere to the general rather than to the particular,

2. As a background, the Battelion was involved in preparztion for battle, in-
cluding using helicopters and LCUs and then, finally, conducting a battalion
night attack.

34 Maxims. For those unused to a major war,; the old maxims of simple plens,
time spent on recomnaissancescoordinated fire support and covering fire apply
as much as they ever did.

FIREPOWTR

4. ZInemy Fircpower,

8o Softness of the ground reduced dramatically the effect of enemy 155mm
and 105mm artillery and 120mm mortars.

By Enemy firepower was unceoordinated and single rounds, rather than those
of a battery, caused little concern. DF, with onc notable cxception, was
inflexible and therefore could be walked round.

c. Much enemy artillery/mortar fire was unobserved (lile that onto the Bn
assembly arca) and was, mostly, ineffectivei The Bn suffered onc casualty.
Once observed, their fire wag effective (onto the Bn on reorganisaticn on
Mt Tumbledown); the only way to deal with this was to direct own fire onto
likely OP positions (eg Mt William).

Se Own Firepover.

8. General . Our own indirect fire was vastly superior to the enemy's
but mergirally effective ageinst & very well dug in positicn (the cnemy did
not lose a single men in the preparatory bombardment on Mt Tumbledown, how-
aver T out of 10 of their SF GPiG's were destroyed because they did net
take them into their trenches).

b. nEs. Haval bembardment was devastating and caused severe morsle losa
to the enemy.

Ce Figld Artillery. Field artillery was very effective but difficuli to
got really accurate at long range when own treoops were 150m from the cnemy.

d. &imm Mortars. Accurate for close support but sse Annex C fer probleme,

ce 0OAB, Very little close air support was aveilable to the Bn for the
assault on Mt Tumbledown. It is understood it weas used sgainst a 155mm
battery for which we werc grateful.

f. Machine (uns. .50 NG were very cficctive ageinst cncny sangars cither
to destroy them or their morale. With tracer and loud,slow rates of firg,
used as a platoon, they were very good for our morale. Their weight and
welght of ammunition scverely reduced the options for their use when solely
manpacked.,



2. Small Arms. The need for arn assault rifle with lighter ammunition is
%81l known and confirmed by this campaign. GPNG in light role with maximum
traceor, which the cnemy disliked, is eflective. The LMG, being lighter and
casier to hendle, is a useful addition.

h. Low Level Air Defencce. SA are highly offc cctive, particularly GFMGs on
Louch Poles and .50 MGs, used en masse. The Bn accounted for 2 Skyhawks and
a possible third at Bluff Cove. LLAD must be practised.

6., Other Weapons,

e Grenades., Thite Phosphorcus 80 Grensdes were cxcellent for dizging enemy
out of trenches rether than L2's. M7% is =n excellent weapon but more ammunition
must be issued (our issue was 12 per gun) ~ K203 is even better and should be
igsued to esach section.

b. 6E6mm. 65mm were very effective against enemy sengers and lower enemy mor-—
ale, O4mm were also effcetive but heavy and unwieldy.

c. Bayonct, The bayonct, despite heated ﬁrgumont, remains very effocctive
(two officers killed enemy with their beyonets).

d. Small HE Mortar. 51mm Mor with BEE is csrential for really closc supporte.

TACTICS

7. Enemy Taciics. Although well fed, well armed, and WweXl prepored, in the end
the enemy failed through lack of expcrioence, coordination snd will power. They did
not petrol or counter attack. Although they possessed some better night vision devi-
ces than us they disliked the night and would not move out of their trenches-
Although thoy had depth, their positions lacked mutual support, Their mineficlds were
cften not covered by dirsct or observed fire and were not combined with wire obst—
acles. Thelr pogitions were very well pre prrcd 2nd slmost impervious to indirecct fire
and they mede graat use of booby treps right omongst their pesitions. They did not
cmploy forward OPs or standing patrols.
8. Own Tectics.

. e "Jvht.. The Bn attack was by night and schieved all the advontages (end
dlSLdVLptuqu) thet that produo“d. This must bo so and we believe that daylight att-
acks must now be the exception. He must train more at night (0ld demzndid.

b. Surprise. Agein, am old legson, At Ht Tdmblcdewng we used o highly
succossful diversionary attack (we lezrned from PY later that the cnomy thought
this was the mein thrust). Any tactic that cmploys surprisc and the unexpocted
is well worth the complication end the tasking of additiconel trocps.

Cs Petrols. Patrcls, particularly thosc going in/out of another company/
battalion arcs ore much morc difficult to coordinate than on an exercisc. The
dangers of clashes and compromise sometimes nogete tho velue of putting & patrel

out,

d. Lisison. lizison between unite must not be left up to themselves,
Higher formation must 2lsc coordinste wherc thore arc important decicions to be
made .

9. Intelligence. The importence of intclligence is well known. In this canpsign
it was not good. Beforc the ettack on ¥t Tumbledown, we had no air photographs ond
only a rough idea of the strength and position of the cnemys boih of which were in-
cerrect.

10. SITRTPs. SITRTPs coming downwerds worc scarce. The impertance of a 'No Change!
or 'Nothing to Report! is not always rerlised.



H7LICOPTERS

12, General , Helicopters wore the 1life blood of the campaign. Tasking,
pariticularly, of SH was unwieldy and irflexible. Unrelisbility, through appale-
ling weather and scrviceebility, confounded well lezid rlans,

13 Liaison. Contact betwoon ground troops and SE pilots did not exist,
This led to troops being dropped in the wrong place, helicopters flying in—
correct routes =nd into cnemy obsorved erecas ond dropping stores in wrong
locations. Some SH navigator map reading wes suspect.

144 Rosugplh. Resupply by holicoptor wos 2 cheney business and = constont
vworry duc to unroliability.

LOGISTICS

5.  Cesovec. Cascvac from forward positions to RAP or Field Ambulence could
only really be done by kelicepter. Streichers sre too heavy:; we need a much
lighter version. It was 2 2 hour Jjourney by stretcher from Mt Tumbledown o
our RAP; by then & men could be dead., Tt was only through bravery of light
helicopter pilote that ocur wounded were evacusrteds this must happen in futurc
and helicopiors musgt be risked to bring our casueltics from forward positions,

16. Organisction. . The logistic orgenisetion, duc to = numbor of factors,
was totzlly inedeguate. The only wey the Bettalion survived was to heve a M
colocated with the Ordnance Company, the Tchelon Commandsr at BG HO and small
CCMS Echelon parties well forward witk the companics. Constent forethought was
needed to build up stocks on the ground to cushion agninst the absence of
stendard resupsly, whick hepopened conatantly.

17.  Returns. Roturns (G, A and Q) must bo as simpls as possible in this kind
of war and thc proformas must be able 4o be eorried in a pocket. %o had to cmend,
or change, our SOPs throo times in so many weeks,

BATTALION ORGATISATION

18, Recee flztoen. A rocce platoon is essentizl. We formed ours ot the
treining at Sonnybridge which wes hardly in time, It was only through tho
o o 1 s om offoctive nx it wans
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19.  Echelonsi.  Smell A1 Bchelon Partios (zbout 15 o
be up close to the forwaord compznics. Thoy act as bearers
They are drewn from HG Company.

pecple), with COMS, should
end stretcher partics.

20, Bzttalion and Company Hos. these must bo properly duplicsted so that if
mafuwdeQisdmtmyﬁ,tmm'maarmmmﬁﬁocazmwcoww. This worked
well in the Bn.

TCUIPRENT
21, Signel Bouipment. - Armex A,

Ammex B.

{

22. Personal Tquipnont.

23, 81mm Hortor, - Armnex C.



MORALE

y

24. Agoression and Courssc, Cours»ng like fe ‘rg is infecticus. There is no
doubt thet azsressive lozder chip from commenders well forwerd can schisve
tromendous resulte agoinst odds.

25. Hogpital Troatmont. The nedical treatmeont cur wounded received wes out-
stending, Howovor, the visiting eysten on the hospital ship UGANDA wes dis—
graceful. Thorc was & complete feilurc to rozlisc that it was vitel for the
wounded to be visited by all ranke, not just COs and P"drﬂs, to raisc the
woundod's morslce end alsothat of thosc eshore who cculd then sco how woll their
friends wore rcocovering. This was onc of the mejor Ialllngs of the affcr -~
coipaign,

26. Regimentrl Spirit. The battle for Mt Tumbl:dewn epitomiscd the regimental
gpirit, DMNocn wont on forward under fire because they were with their frionds

and they werc part of the Brily (scetion, alttocn, compeny, bettalion). They
cou¢d not hove fought 2s well had the eyetem not givon them this dopth of
confidence cnd togethorncss,




AMYTEX A TO 2SG/EX 8
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< Betteries. Rech
Tithiws bottoric 25 shou

xgeablg betterics cre toe heavy and laost toc short a time.
B .
ig

il 352 Amplificrs, Leplificrs constently broke down,

3+  Battery Charging. Bottory charging WES “ﬂry diflicult. 10 78 Flep were
meent to de it but we rover hed o single bettery charped by thom, Honda goncr-
2tors and ACCUs should dbe issued,

4, Pecking. 351 and 320 wire net adeptable to cerrioge othier than on thoe pack
framc. Opereting from o beorgon wes difficult.

S Intonnac. 351 anteonrec broke froguently, particularly st the base., 0Old
241 siyle antennac wore botter.

6. Coox Cables. Coex Cnbles arc toc short. They sheuld be deuble the
longth.

7. Heosts 8n masts snap oreily in the cold.

€. Renge. 350 range is cdequate from platoon to company. 351s are too big
and buiky for fighting at platocn leovel end wore not usod,

fer toc big and bulky. In this kind of warfare thoce must

e
't conmonders cnd signellers,

9. CEls. CoIs or
be cut down tc assis

0. CO. TOCO was good ond worked woll,

11. Freguoncy Chenging. Thig skould be done at midday to avoid having tc usc
torchos at midnight.

5

12, Sccure Kit. Secure I'it was not uscd. It could be installed in & trailer
with a genorafor apd thon underslung forwerd,

: . ; . .
13. Repair.  ¥o kit sont in for reprir woe sver roturned!  Spares wore um-—

available.
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ATNEL C TO 23¢/T &
DLTED JUL 82

LUS30TS LEARNED ~ 81107 MORTAR

T Rageplate. Heeds strongthoning. It sinks in soft pest and broeks on
rock., The 'nest! wos not tricd as it necded to be filled with firm scil; this
is impossible to find in peated ccuntry.

2. Biped. Too weak for Charge 8, T clamp or *travorsing geor broko.

Fe Ammuni ticn. Amnunition must come peackod to its hi

4. HMenpack. Manpack frames are uscloss. ¥e 4id not use thom
clumsy and unconfortadblc,



WEX G 70 236/kX 8
TTED L2 '

Taoge notos werse made “oy tho Pedro; Reverend & Smith following an intorview with
he guard-on boerd MV S+ Edmund at Port Stanley on the 28th June 1982,
}

INTERVITH WITH ‘G'IERAL MENTGNLEZ

'?Uiﬁé(ﬁﬁfwﬁbﬁiz_
Qv In the Felklends oampaign, whet wes the decisive battle?

4s  Mount Tumbledown ¥ap the decisive battle, It was the last high fea,tgre thay
had t» be retained rif our hase pogition at Stenloy was not to be taken,

Qe  Hov successful vae the bowhardmont of your pcejticns?

&y  Your Nayel qubapdmcg$ wag not very ef’ective mainly due ¢ its inaoqu;aqy,
Lven susteined bomba.rdmex_q‘g did not ceuge much demage or meny cagualtics wbqn we
were dug iny, If was 1qo]:cggi 1,;_;}0;(1 more as a npisance fac;tc,r!

Qe  What about oun artillery bombardment?

&y Your-artillery bomberdment howaver ¥es devegtating both ip respuet of ite
accurzcy end in péggqgt of the casualties caused? The sustcined bombardment also
made oyr trocps battlewaary* tired and ineffective oven bafore the battle of

Tumbl edown bogen, OQur artillery Tengo was also much shorter than yours, our'
artillery sub-units that were fuwther forward could not bo rosupplied when they
wore running ghor; (ggg.in dug to tho acouragy of your :f‘im), e also foared
Herrier bombardmant ?{hich vag also very effeotive, '

Q¢  What about Sapper Hill?

4e  Sepper Hill was mot of decisive importance to our defonces, This was bocauso
it was 2 lowor feature and therofore of no consequenca really after Tumbledown
was ta.kon, i \ ‘
% How i you feo) arion tho battlo of Tumbledown? o
L T roalised pfter Mumjledomn vas taken thorofora that tho gano vag up i
~men were 1ot tq he Refporod, e
4 Ty did you eurropdor ap fhat point? : -
4e Tt is pert of a Codmendors duty to accapt roalitios ospeoially when they
become obviouq‘and h@ﬁop I met Major Genorel R_oyal !f;’r:inoa n.f‘te; mmbq.odown:
Addi’cicr_lg_l_

Te  For Manapdag Eh 't’gt‘J

m
vy

laoigive batflos woro Lopgdon apd hpbladaling .1

2y Tho cnopyls dqfo sive Tpogi‘;i‘opa and particulerly thoir tmde_rg‘r,otind: tronches i

o5 1

¥ere botherod considarably by flooding,
2R LA S :
3. The irgentinians:had- high incidence of "tranch foot'",

4. Tho blockade by soa‘and™

i




