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May 28: Battle of Darwin/Goose Green. 2 Para attack along
isthmus from Burntside House and after bitter fighting
were investing Goose Green before dawn May 19. 2 Para
lose 17 dead including their CO. J Coy 42 Cdo held at
Camilla Creek House to reinforce 2 Para.

May 29: Argentine forces at Goose Green surrender. Over
1,000 prisoners taken. 3 Para reach Estancia House
and move to Mount Estancia and Mount Vernet.

May 30: K Coy 42 Cdo seize Mount Kent. Recce group of
5 Infantry Brigade arrive San Carlos.

June 1: 2 Para come under the command of 5 Brigade. 42 Cdo
move another company on to Mount Kent.

June 2: Canberra and Norland carrying bulk of 5 Brigade
arrive San Carlos Water. Brigade lands on Blue
Beach. 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move to Sussex Mountains.

2 Scots Guards move to Verde Mountains and 1 Welsh
Guards move to Bonners Bay. 2 Para move forward by
helicopter to Fitzroy Settlement and Bluff Cove.

A Coy of 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move forward to Goose Green
to cover area as 2 Para leave.

June 3: 2 Para complete in Bluff Cove/Fitzroy positions.

29 Battery Royal'Artillery in support of 2 Para

at Bluff Cove. 3 and 4 Troops of B Squadron Blues
& Royals also at Bluff Cove. 42 Cdo completes move to
HMount Kent. 7% Royal Artillery join 3 Para at Estanci

June 4: 1/7 Gurkha Rifles complete move to Goose Green to
replace 2 Para and help with evacuation of prisioners.
June 5: 42 Cdo start move onto Mount Challenger. 2 Scots

Guards embark at San Carlos for sea Jjourney to Bluff

Cove.
June 6: 45 Cdo move onto Mount Kent to relieve 42 Cdo who
move to Mount Challenger. 2 Scots Guards arrive

Bluff Cove. 1 Welsh Guards embark at San Carlos for
move by sea to Bluff Cove. Argentine dead from
Darwin/Goose Green buried at Darwin.

June 7: 1 Welsh Guards Bn HQ, 1 Rifle Coy and some Sp Coy
at Bluff Cove. The remainder of the battalion
returning to San Carlos. Sir Tristram anchored in

Port Pleasant and unloaded.



May 28: Battle of Darwin/Goose Green. 2 Para attack along
isthmus from Burntside House and after bitter fighting
were investing Goose Green before dawn May 19. 2 Para
lose 17 dead including their CO. J Coy 42 Cdo held at
Camilla Creek House to reinforce 2 Para.

May 29: Argentine forces at Goose Green surrender. Over
1,000 prisoners taken. 3 Para reach Estancia House
and move to Mount Estancia and Mount Vernet.

May 30: K Coy 42 Cdo seize Mount Kent. Recce group of
5 Infantry Brigade arrive San Carlos.

June 1: 2 Para come under the command of 5 Brigade. 42 Cdo
move another company on to Mount Kent.

Jane 23 Canberra and Norland carrying bulk of 5 Brigade
arrive San Carlos Water. Brigade lands on Blue
Beach. 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move to Sussex Mountains.

2 Scots Guards move to Verde Mountains and 1 Welsh
Guards move to Bonners Bay. 2 Para move forward by
helicopter to Fitzroy Settlement and Bluff Cove.

A Coy of 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move forward to Goose Green
to cover area as 2 Para leave.

June 3: 2 Para complete in Bluff Cove/Fitzroy positions.

29 Battery Royal-Artillery in support of 2 Para
at Bluff Cove. 3 and 4 Troops of B Squadron Blues
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June 4: 1/7 Gurkha Rifles complete move to Goose Green to
replace 2 Para and help with evacuation of prisioners.
June 5: 42 Cdo start move onto Mount Challenger. 2 Scots

Guards embark at San Carlos for sea journey to Bluff

Cove.
June 6: 45 Cdo move onto Mount Kent to relieve 42 Cdo who
move to Mount Challenger. 2 Scots Guards arrive

Bluff Cove. 1 Welsh Guards embark at San Carlos for
move by sea to Bluff Cove. Argentine dead from
Darwin/Goose Green buried at Darwin.

June 7: 1 Welsh Guards Bn HQ, 1 Rifle Coy and some Sp Coy
at Bluff Cove. The remainder of the battalion
returning to San Carlos. Sir Tristram anchored in

Port Pleasant and unloaded.



CHRONOLOGY

The account in this book has, inevitably, simplified the

military complexites - the sheer human effort - of the conflict,.

So here, extracted from the Ministry of Defence's own matter-of-

fact record of events, is the official diary of the campaign on
the Falklands.

April
April

LW N

April

April 7:

April 8:

April 9:
April 25:
April 30:
May 1:
May 2:
May 4:
May 15:

May 21:

May 21/26:

May 27:

Argentine invasion of the Falklands.
South Georgia taken.
First Task Force ships, among them Hermes, Invencible
and Fearless, sail from Portsmouth. Lord Carrington
resigns as Foreign Secretary.
Britain declares 200 miles 'exclusion zone' around
the Falklands.
US Secretary of State Alexander Haig arrives in
London to begin 'shuttle',
Canberra sails from Southampton.
South Georgia retaken.
US sides with Britain.
Vulcans and Harriers bomb Stanley airfield.
Argentine cruiser General Belgrano torpedoed.
Sheffield hit by Exocet.

Raid on Pebble Island to knock out enemy airfield and

aircraft.

3 Cdo Brigade lands on East Falkland. 2 Para and

40 Cdo on Blue Beach. 45 Cdo on Red Beach. 3 Para
and 42 Cdo on Green Beach. (Blue Beach is San Carlos

Settlement, Red is Ajax Bav and Green Beach is Port
San Carlos Settlement.)

Consolidation of bridgehead, patrols move forward.
Argentine air attacks hit 11 ships.

45 Cdo move from Red Beach to Green Beach to start
overland move to Douglas Settlement. 3 Para leave
Green Beach for Teal Inlet and Estancia. 2 Para
move toward Darwin and Goose Green, reach Camilla

Creek House by last light.



June 8:

June 9:

June 10:

June 11/12:

June 12:
June 13/14:

June 15:

1l Welsh Guards'
on Sir Galahad together with Rapier battery and
16 Field Ambulancs.

remaining Coy arrive in Port Pleasant

Argentine air attack on
Sir Galahad and Sir Tristram and 2 Scots Guards
53 dead,

Landing craft sunk in Choiseul Sound by Argentine

positions at Bluff Cove. 46 injured.
air attack.

1/7 Gurkha Rifles, less one company, complete in
Bluff Cove, making 5 Brigade complete in that area.
Two companies of 40 Cdo put under command of 1 Welsh
Guards.

2 Para and 1 Welsh Guards under command of 3 Brigade
for their attack on Mount Longdon. Two Sisters
and Mount Harriet.

3 Cdo Bde attack on 3 axes. 3 Para attack Mount
45 Cdo attack

1l Welsh Guards

Longdon with 2 Para in reserve.

from Mount Kent onto Two Sisters.
secure start line for 42 Cdo who attack from Mount
All
positions taken by first light after heavy hand to

Challenger onto Mount Harriet and Goat Ridge.

hand fighting.
1 Welsh Guards return under command 5 Brigage.
5 Brigade Tac HQ established on Goat Ridge. 2

rsicnary attack with troops o©
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Mount Harriet towards Mount William.
of this, 2 Scots Guards attack and take

Rovals from
Under cover
Tumbledown Mountain. 1/7 Gurkha Rifles move through
2 Scots Guards position to assault Mount William.
Defenders break and run at dawn, having put up stiff
resistance through the night. 1 Welsh Guards make
attack to Sapper Hill. White flag flown over Stanley.
Formal surrender by General Menendez to Major General
Jeremy Moore of all Argentine forces on East and

West Falklands. 40 Cdo move to West Falkland to

effect surrender their.



At about 4,30 am on Friday 2nd April 12982, 140 Argentine Special Forces landed
at Mullet Creek, After ettacking the Royal Marine Bearracks at Moody Brook,
they proceeded to surround Government House, Whilst this was happening the
main Argentine landing came ashorz at the Airport, Despits a fighting retreat
1, as the Islands Marine detachment were called,

The Argentinian Army now seti about consolidating their victory using Stanley
Airport, which they managed tc kesp open until hours before their final
surrender, They brought in some 1100 men, APCs, armoured cars and artillery,
In preparation for an attack they hoped would not come, they dug in and mined
areas,

Back in the UK a Task Force was rapidly put together and on the S5th April the
carriers Invincible and Hermes, accompanied by the assault ship Fearless set
out for the Falklands, Four days later the liner Canberra carrying some
members of the Parachute Regiment and Marines sailed. In all over 100 ships
came to play their part in returning the Falklands to Britain,

0On the 21st May the initial landings in San Carlos Water commenced ak:
2, Green Beach at Port San Carles - 3 Para and 42 Commando,
b. Blue Beach at San Carlos Settlement - 40 Commando,
(3 Blue Beach 2 at San Carlos Settlement - 2 Para and subgequently 5 Inf Bde.
d. Rad Beach at Ajax Bay - 45 Commando.
The battle for the Falklands was now on,

Meanwhile in London, the Second Battalion Scots Guards (2 5G) was finding the
Queenfs Guard at Buckingham Palace, St Jamssfs Palace and the Towsr of London,
Little did members of the Battalion then imagine that within ten weeks they
would have landed on the Falkland Islands. Far less could they have guessed
that they would be involved in a full scale battle which would directly
influence the timing of the Argentinian capitulation, thus ourtailing
nostilities and saving further loss of life.

Exactly a week later, on Good Friday, the Commanding Dfficer, Lieutenant
Colonel M I £ Seott, accompanied by Major I C Mackay-Dick MBE, Second in
Command and Captain T S Spicer, Operstions Officer, attended a briefing at
Headquarters 5 Infantry Brigade in Aldershot. The Brigade Commander, Brigadier
M J A Wilson OBE MC, explained that the Battalion, together with 1st Battalion
Welsh Guards (1 WG) might come under command of S Infantry Brigade for possible
deployment to the Falkland Islands. This uwas merely the first of many such
briefings and conferences which ultimately led to a brigade exercies in Wales
between 21st April and 3rd May end to the Brigade's departure on RMS Queen -
Elizabeth IT (QE II) from Southempton at 1600 hours on Wednesday 12th May.

The Battalion's stay on QE II was extremely comfortable, There was no lowering
of the high standards of accommodation znd service traditionally associated
with such liners, There was ample space for intensive training, censisting of
continuation trazining on all weapons, intelligence briefings, signals, first
aid and PT. Shortly after the QE IT sailed south of Ascension Island, on

2Znd May, active service conditions wers introduced. A ship's blackout uwas
imposed as a security measure. On the 27th May GQE II arrived at Grytvyken,
South Georgia where the 8attalion cross-~loeded into SS Canberra. It will be



recalled that a Total Exclusion Zaons (TEZ) of 200 miles radius of the Falklands
had been established s spon @s the original Task force, which had sailed on
8th April, was in & position to enforce it. 2 SG entered the TEZ in Canberra
and, st 1435 hours on 2nd Juns, landed at San Carlos in landing craft (LCU).

The Battalion's arrivel came three days -fter the remarkabls success of 2nd
Battalion The Parachute Regiment (2 PARA) at Darwin/Goose Green at which 1200
prisoners were taken and many enemies killed, 3 Commando Brigade was advancing
on foot in the Northern part of East Falklend and 5 Infantry Brigade (now
including 2 PARA) was to move against Stanley in the Sauth,

dan Carlos to Bluff Cove

The Battalion dug in at San Carlos and occoupied its positicn for three days.
Throughout the operations, first light was at ahbout 0700 hours local time and
last light at 1600 hours., Digging in is perheps not the correct terminology,
Any trench more than twe feet deep filled with water, so trenches were dug as
deep as possible and then sanga:-3 were constructed out of peat and rocks.

The Battalion command post was initially a large hole with a tarpaulin stretched
over it, This was extremely difficult to operate in and it was socon replaced

by a dug in 9 x 9 tent,

Buring the three day stay at San Carlos, the Battalion was warned to be
prepared to move forward to the area of Bluff Cove to relieve 2 PARA, 2 PARA
had reached Bluff Cove following the now well documented telephone call from
the Swan Inlet House to Fitzroy/Bluff Cove. Acting on information from the
local population, the Brigade Commander ordersd 2 PARA to send a party in
Scout helicopters forward to Swan Inlet House to ascertain by telephane whether
the enemy were in fitzroy or B1uff Cove, In the euvent, the 14 year old
cdaughter of the Fitzroy settlement manager confirmed by telephone that the
enamy was at neither location. The Brigade Commander commendeered a Chinook
helicopter ogriginally tasked to extract 2 PARA's prisoners and ordered 2 PARA
to deploy a force forward to secure the two settlements for further operations,

The Operations Officer flew forward to Bluff Cove with the Commanding Officer
of the Welsh Guards, Lieutenant Colonel J F Rickett MBE, to recce and liaise
on Friday 4th June. Gn the afternoon of the 5th June, the Commanding Officer
moved to Darwin for an 0 Group, The Battalion, under the Second in Command,
embarked on the sssault ship HMS Intrepid For the move to Bluff Cove, Due to
the threat of @ land based Exoccet missile system, Intrepid would only take
the Battalion to the ares of Lively Island where it was off-lcaded into
Intrepid's LCUs and continue the journey to Bluff Cove. This was considered
to be guite adventurcus s the LCYU is not really designed for offshore work
and as well as being uncomfortable, is virtually unprotected and therefore
vulnerable. The journey itself was extremely unpleasant. For seven hours
all ranks were jammed into four open LEUs. It was bitterly cold and showsrs
of drenching ice cold sea water continuelly came over the side. At ane stage
nerves stretched when star shells from a 105mm gun burst overhead, There was
concern that the LCUs had been spotted from the shore and that at any moment
the illumination rounds would be followed by high explosive. This feeling
was intensifisd when the Battery Commander, Major R T Guyn, took cover as

the third star shell burst overhead., (in fact fhese shells came from a
suspicious MNaval ship, HMS Arrow).



changed over, The former remeined tuo miles forward of the main Brigade line
for seven cold and snouwy cays, providing an excellent Ubservation Post for
Mounts Harriet, Tumbledown, William and Sazpper Hill, That there were feu
exposure cesualties in the atrociocus conditions testifies to the extremely
high standard of junior leadership within the Bzttalion. One of the exposure
cases rccovered after resuscitation by his platoon commendsr, Lieutenant R A
D Lawrence, At the time the Commanding Officer's priority was the physical
survival of the Battalion rather than operations against the Argentinians.

Whilst at Bluff Cove, the Battalion received most valuable znd welcome help
from the settlement's civilisns., Mr Kevin Kilmertin and others, including

Mr Tim Debbyn and Mr Mike Mackay plus two Polish seamen who had jumped ship
and sought asylum shortly befgors the hostilities began, placed their two
tractors at the Battslion's disposal and drove back and forth throughout the
day bringing bergen rucksacks, rations and ammunition the one and a helf miles
from the beach., The Regimental Aid Post wes set up in the Kilmartin's houss
and tea and wads were made avsilable to all,

Port Harriet House - Operation Impunity

The first offensive operation mounted by the Bettalion was the establishment
of an advanced patrol base 12 kilometres forward of Bluff Covo from which the
Recce Platoon could operote. This was well within the enemy’s erea of opora=-
tions. The platoon tesk was to locate and destroy two 105mm gun positions

and a radar site which Brigsde Headquarters hed suggested were on Port Harriet
and Sea Point,

The Recce Platoon Commander, Captain R A Scott, was briefed by the Operaticns
Officer gn the 7th June, The platoon, less Sergeant Coull's sescticn, together
with a Forward Observaticn Officer (FOO) Captain K Miller and Enginsar Recce
Party (from 9 PARA Sgn RE) set out soon after last light. The Battalion waited
with anticipation for news of the first strike at the enemy.

The first report to come through indicated that Port Harrist House appeared
to be occupied, However, further inspection revealed that this was not so
end the house was then occupied by Sergeant ARllum's patrol, Captain Scott
toock his othef patrols to ssarch for the 105mm gun positions., Unfortunately
the information acted upon proved tc be inaccurate and no gun positions were

found. The patrols returned to Port Hafrist House,

The following dey the Bsttalion was joined by a2 four man patrol from G Sguadron
22 SAS who were going to operate within 2 SG's area of responsibility, Although
not under the Battelion's command, they had some spare time so it was decided
that their first task would be to help Sergeant Allum's patrol of the Recee
Platoon to destroy the enemy radar site,

Major The Honoursble R N Zethell MBE and Captein T S Spicer tried to insert

the SAS patrol to Port Harriet Houss and resupply the Recce Platoon using tweo
cilvilian landrovers driven by Messrs Dobbyn and Mackay. This group was only

700 m from Port Herriet House when the lesding vehicle ran over an anti- . =
personnel mine which damaged a front wheel. The members of the group dismounted
only to discover that theywsre in the middle of a minefield, Extraction from
the minefield was z slow business involving moving carefully along the tyre
tracks of the landrover ard then reversing the vehicles out. The wheel on

the landrover was changed nnd the group returned to Bluff Cove,




The feollowing day (Sth June) this operati

Commanding Officer received ou l ineg instructions for a possible advance on

the Sputhern flank towsrds Stanles iy. Hropzrations for this advance required

the Recce Platoon to carry out certain reconnaissance tasks and also to be
aware of future Brigade plans, including the patrol programme of 42 Comm&ando
Royal Marines whc were immodiztely to the Morth. The Commanding Officer decided
that the maintensncs cof the covert patrol bese had become less important than
pur agrrangaments for the possitle advancs., He then sent a helicopter to extract
the Recce Platoon commander for brisefing., The cnemy's reaction was quicker and
in greater strength than had beasn expected. 1In the late =fterncon the Recce
Platoon came under mortar and smsll srms fire, It alsc appeared that ground
forces were moving in to tha attack, Accordingly Sergeant Allum gave the

order to withdraw end the platoon movoed out under intense mortar fire., During
this time Sergeant Allum and two others were wounded. The Commanding Officer
sent Captain Scectt in a Scout helicopter from Battalion Headquarters to the
platoocn's emergency RU. Staff Sergoant Bell (APTC) guided the helicopter in
with his terch znd the cesuslties were evacuated direct to the field hospital
at Ajax Bay. Captain Scott then led the remainder of his platoon back through
2 minefield to a2 pre-arranged RV where they were picked up by & Treop of the
Blues and Royezls in their Scorpions and returned to Bluff Cove at about mid-
night. Ouring the evacuation of the Recce Platocn, artillery engeged enemy
positions on Mount Harriet, In this account of the operaticns, the Commander
cf 5 Infantry Brigade stated that the informaticn from this Y... 2 SC patrol
was the best intelligence received by the Brigade throughout the campaign'.

He velued perticularly the indicetion that the enemy were deployed to mest &
threat launched from the South and elong the track running from Bluff Love to
Stanley.

on cam@ to a drematic end. The

Bluff Cove

On the 8th Junz, while the Port Harrist minefield incident was taking place,
the Battelion wes placed on air raid wverning RED at 1259 hours. Very shortly
afterwards, Five Argeéntinian A4 Skyhauwks came over, It was later discovered
that they attacked the LSLs off Fitzroy causing tragic losses for the Welsh
Guards. At 1530 hours four more Skyhawke camg over and were angaged by small
srms fire from most of the Bettalion, who fired 18,600 reounds. Cne was
definitely hit, possibly by Lance Corporal Winfield of the Machine Gun Blatoon
using his 0.5 inch Browning, Four meore sircraft came in and & second ong wgs
brought down. A third was possibly hit, The last wave jettisoned twc bombs

and a drmp tank which fell shert of Right Flank'‘s peosition, The Battzlion
had suffersed no casualties, and as an introduction to battle this engagement

U =k
proved a tremendous morzle booster

On the zfternoon of 10th Juns, =n snamy 155mm battery began adjusting fire onto
G Company's position. Sporedic shelling continued for the next two days.
One G Company sangar was demolished buf there were no injuries.
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THE PLAN FOR TuE FINAL BATTLE FOR STANLEY

On the 9th June the 5 Brigade Orders Group assembled at Fitzroy to ccnsider the
plan for the attack on Stanley.

3 Cormando Brigade was to attack Two Sisters and Fount Harriet by night with 45
Commando tzk¥ng the former objective and 42 Commando the latter. The 3rd Battalion
the Farachute Regiment was to put in a feint attack on Mount Longdon. Simultaneously
the 1et/Tth Duke of Fdinburgh's Own Gurkba Rifles (+/7 GR) would patrol against
¥ount Tumbledown and Mount ¥illiam., 2 3Gy, with a company of Gurkhas, was to move
along the Soutkern flank to conform with 3 Commando Brigede. Tt was planned that

if Tumbledown and ¥illiam were not to fall to the 1/7 Gurkhas patrols, 2 5G would
attack the features at first light on the 12th or 13th June from the Soutk.

On his Teturn to the Battalion for the Orders Group the Comranding Officer held

& planning meeting with the Second in Command, the Company Commanders, the Batiery
Commander, the Adjutant and the Cperations and Intelligence Officers. He wag
concerned that the Brigade plan involved a rather predictable long uphill daylight
assault acrosgs difficult ground during which the Battalion would be extremely
vulnerable. (It was subsequently learned that ten sustained fire mackine guns
dominated this approach). He preferred the alternative of a flanking attack
launched by night from the already secured Commardo positions to the West of
Tumbledown.

The Brigade Commander approved of the flanking attack alternative and gawe formal
orders at Fitzroy on the 10th June. The Battalion was to attack Tumbledown. 1/7
GR were to attack Mt William and 1 G 1o be prepared to move forward and capture
Sapper Hill.



On Colonel Zcott's returm

! f Cove ths final details of the operation
yere worked out. 'The Comn )

fficer g=ve his The
0]

plan was for a silent f 3 phascspreoceded by 2 cmall ¢ 1ve“fianary
agtack from the obviocus iroction. The fire plan was to include
fighter ground attack, five batteries of 10pnr Lﬂgkt guns, and nzval gun fire
from HMS Active and §“¢ nortars L2 Commeando R and 1/7 GR were

also to be available. Tach pkaoc would iﬂUOlVb a camparv attack on a different
part of the objective. Phase 1 was for G Company to take the first part of
Tumbledown immediately after the diversionary attack. Phase IT involved Left
Flank moving through and assaulting the main part of the mountain (GR332723 to

GR 340723), In Phase TII Right Flank would sccure the Iinal part.

The Battalion's move to its assembly area was planned: for 080" hours on the 12th
June but was postponed as helicopters were not available until too late At 1100
hours the Commanding Officer was called to Brigade Headquarters and Tiven furthoer
information about thc enenmy and about 3 Commando Brigadets attack the previous
evening. It was agreed ; the delay over helicopter availability
the attack should be postponed until the following night. A helicopter was
provided for the Battalion reconnaissance (R Group) to move forward to observe
Tumbledown from the area of Goat Ridge. At last light on the 12th June the R
Group returned to Bluilf Cove.

On the morning of the 13th the Battalion moved by support helicopter to the
assembly area. On arrival, sangers were ¢o ms,ructeu, The R Group and platoon
end commanders went ferward ﬁo observe the enemy positions. If nothing else the
campaign proved conclusively (again) the value of the old wilitary meaxim that
time spent in reconnaissance is never wasted. The assenbly are
speradically from about 1000 hours onwards. Lance Sergeant MeGeorge wWas
wounded. Ancther shell scored a spectacular direct hit on the equipment of
Lance Corporal Campbell and Guardsman Greenshicld - which they had discarded
while they dug in - sstting off their white phosphcrous ﬁ;eﬂaQCSa

.l 1} B - e R ] -

4T 1400 hours the Commanding Officer deliversd confirmatory orders. The

3 : \ Y n e Ay s b 5 o

journslists, & J McIlrey (Daily Telegraph) znd Tony Snow {Sun), who were to
accompany Battalion Headquarters, attended., It was decided that the Forming
Up Point (FUP) guides and conircllcrs - thes Recce Platoon under &oprmand of the

-

Second in Command - were hto be 1“ position by 1300 hours having neld daylight
reheargals., G Company, leading attack, were to cross the start line at

2100 hours,

- - — i T e e .

For the attack on Mount Yumbledown bergen rucksacks were not carried, The

™ - j - 3 s 3 L 3

9gttdll n Wpre 'le* Kit? only but with six slceping bags corricd per Company
to help in the treatment of casualtics.

The verba % rezcognition signsls to be uscd wihin the Rattalion and also 1/7 GR
were considered, The NATC password system was discarded in favour of the more
practical end lcss formal "Hey Jimmy" for the Battalion and "Hey Jbkmmy" for
identifying the Gurkhas. While ths may sound a trivial point, the system adopted
proved of considerable lmportance during the battle.



THE DIVERSIONARY ATTACK

The attack was intended {o distract the eneny's attention from the Battalion's
move from Goat Ridze to the foot of Mount Tambledovmn. It was hoped that the

2
diversion would convince the enemy that cur attack would be from the Southern
flank,

The attacking force, er command of Officer Commending Hoadquavter Company,
consisted of three four man assault scctions from the Recee Platoon and a fire
sipport group consisting of personnel from the Battle Group Headguarters and A1
Echelon, Specialist support was provided by a troop of the Blues and Royals
(RHC/D), two Sappers who acted ag scouts, a Bombardier FOO and 2 Mortar Fire
Controller.

e
S

By the time the diversion was duc to the force was in position, but no
enemy had been located in spite of their having been seen during tho earlier
visual recce. HMajor Bethell sent the RHG/D troop forward towards the Stanley
road to try to attract cnemy firc, The leading Scorpion soon went over an anti
personnel mine without any of the enemy reacting, so the main patrol advanced
towards the enemy on foot,

At =bout 2045 hours a possible cnemy sangsr was cpotted through 2 nj-ht sight
at 75 metres, The fire support group under Company Sergeant Major Braby moved
to the South to find a fire position while thu assault groups commended by
Major Bethell, Drill Ser it Wight =nd Sergeant Coull clesed on the enemy,
who continued to displsy no reaction.

The assault sroups werc almost upon the first sangar when snering was heard and
other pangars were scen, As the groups split up to deal with ths various

sanrars they camc under heavr fire ond o fierce cxchange of Fire cnusued. Drill ., 9
Sergeant Wight and Tance gg;ggralwpgﬁhlsy,QRqul_EAgingprs) were killed at once
in the assault on the northermost trench. Four other patrol members were
wounded but three pipers administercd first aidy which saved further loss of
life.

The enemy continucd to bring down
trenches, including a machine
£roun was neutralised and
and conseguent medical ro
secured ufte: ost two d
assaults on individual trenches

sangors and

the fire support

e cazualtics taken
ion ‘ventually

systematic

ond song &c.

Extraction of *hc pairol with “he cend
to be accomplished on foot. One enemy zed from a sangar mexpectedly and
before he was killed, threw a hand gre which caused shrapuel wounds to
Major Bethell and Piper Duffy, vwho werc covering the withdrawal.

fed proved difficult, as it had 4/ -

Futher casualties occurred when Lance Sergeants Miller and McLintock, Lance
Corporal Mitchell =nd Guardsmsn Carruthers - all of whom were carrying the 7
badly wounded - trod on twe anti personnel mincs. The enemy callad down pE0
defensive fire on ‘he arca but its effect was happily slight in +the peaty ground.
At this stage the dead hag o be abandoned, The patrol moved slowly back,
clearing the way by using their torches which helped them to avoid at least

one further mine. At about 0030 hours the RV was reacheds Tumbledown, the
scene of the main aottack, was 1it up by artillery fire and .50 tracer fired
from Mount Harriet,



G Company planned to advan
Forming Up Point (FUP) a and to take the first erags of
the Tumbledown feature in mmanded by Licutenant

M W Joynstn, and Company Headquarters werc to secure the first company

objective supported by 8 Platoon, commanded by Second Licutenant C § T Pago.

Then 9 Platoon commanded by Licutenant ¢ J Blount ~nd 8 Platoon were to move
forward supported by Company Headquarters to secure the sccond company

objective estimated to be a machine gun post. ‘The CMS's party, with stretchers,
pipes and reserve medicol kit was to bring up the reor. § Company moved off
silently from the FUP and the wire fence marking the start line at

2100 hours. By this time tht diversionary attack was under way and there was
considerable noise from the Souther slopes of Tumbledown and Harricte As the
company advanced through snow flurries and sporadic shell and mortar fire, star
shells were frequently fired from the cutskirts of Stanley and from a battery
somewhere near the South of Hoody Browi. These 1it the whole battlefield and,
until the slope leading to the first company objective was reached, progress

was slow. At this point there had been ne encmy reaction and as the first
columit was by then in ground hidden from the Argentinian position, 7 Platocon

and Company Headquarters covered ¢ach other througzh this objective. The enemy
had deserted it, 8 and 9 Platoons began to move zgainst the machine gun post
whilec Company Headouarters moved into the Tumbledoun Crage to be able te cover
both North and South of the mountain, The Company remained undetected. The
assault platoons ulso found this scecond objective deserted although a Spanish
voice was heard in the rocks abeve,  The sccond phasc of the attack began with
Left Flank wdvancing through ¢ Company at 2230 hours and coming under fire.
almost immedintely, ¢ Company gave supporting fire with automatic weapons

until the fire could ao longer be safely effective for Lot Flank. This
supporting fire drew mortar =md shell fire onto the rocks around G Company

from the enemy mortar line behind Mount William and the gun battery in Stanley.
More of 9 Platoon were hit at this stage, including Sergesnt MeDonald who
refussd treatment until the neet moring, A Company Mcdical Aid Post was set

up by 9 Platoon Commaznder, who on two occasions protected with his own body,
wounded who could not move. Whon Left Flank begen to take scvere cosualties,

G Company provided JMS with hig ccholon group, 28 e¢xtra pedical orderlies
snd 8 Plzatoon, who were uncommitted, as
COME, for the three kilometre carry bacl
These went forward through i
to recover the wounded and pa

FOST,

Apart from replying to the regular sniper zbove
Company Headquarters, ¢ Company took no further the
company weunded, including a were

evacuated ti

next day.















































































